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ills  in  Osaka  examine  timothy  and  a  canola  cover  crop. 


Hay  Timothy! 

Significant  market  in  Japan  and  other  Pacific  Rim  countries 


For  the  perennial  bunchgrass, 
timothy.  Identified  by  its  tall 
stand  and  spiked  heads, 
timothy  grass  has  one  of  the 
highest  fibre  contents  among 
forage  grasses.  This  makes  it 
extremely  desirable  to  the  Japanese, 
who  prefer  the  high  fibre  tor  livestock 
feed.  Timothy  also  makes  a  clean 
(low-dust)  and  attractive  bale  with 
nice  large  heads  showing,  two  other 
desired  qualities  by  the  Japanese. 

"Yes,  appearance  is  important  to  the 
Japanese"  says  Jane  Senger-Lang,  wife 
of  project  cooperator,  Garry  Lang. 
"But  much  more  critical  is  that  the 


timothy  must  be  free  of  quack,  crested 
wheat  grass  and  a  variety  of  other 
grasses  and  cereals.  They  can  cany  the 
Hessian  fly,  an  extremely  destructive 
pest  to  rice  straw." 

Also  in  demand  by  Korea  and  other 
Pacific  Rim  countries,  Japan  alone 
imports  1  million  tonnes  of  timothy 
fibre  annually.  In  1992,  Alberta 
exported  35,403  tonnes  of  timothy  to 
Japan.  The  province  should  be  able  to 
produce  100,000  tonnes,  with  the 
potential  of  capturing  20%  (or  200,000 
tonnes)  of  the  Japanese  market.  In 
addition,  timothy  has  been  a 
longstanding  feed  choice  for  horses,  as 
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Garry  Lang  and  Jane  Senger-Lang  holding  bunches  of  their  first-year  timothy  stand. 


regular  feed  and  for  production  of 
PMU  (pregnant  mare  urine). 

Timothy's  popularity  caught  the 
attention  of  Garry  Lang  and  Jane 
Senger-Lang,  grain  and  oilseed 
producers  near  Beiseker,  in  Alberta's 
southern  region.  With  the  help  of 
Alberta  Agriculture,  Food  and  Rural 
Development's  Mark  Olson,  Mr.  Lang 
applied  for  financial  assistance  under 
the  Farming  for  the  Future  On-Farm 
Demonstration  Program,  a  program 
of  the  Alberta  Agricultural  Research 
Institute.  Acknowledging  its  potential 
benefits,  AARI  approved  funding  of 
$3,160  for  the  project's  first  year. 

According  to  Mr.  Lang,  the 
demonstration  proposal  was 
well-researched.  Numerous  producers 
and  resource  people  with  Alberta 
Agriculture,  Food  and  Rural 
Development  (AAFRD),  Olds  College 
and  private  organizations  were 
contacted  to  ensure  the  potential 
viability  of  the  study. 

"As  we  continued  to  investigate,  it 
became  apparent  that  a  number  of 
potential  benefits  could  result," 


forecasted  Jane  Senger-Lang.  "In 
addition  to  new  export  markets, 
timothy  would  prevent  soil  erosion, 
provide  an  optional  economically 
viable  crop  for  producers,  and  make 
available  a  logical  rotation  for  some 
crops." 

Timothy  is  adapted  to  the  cooler, 
moister  areas  of  Alberta,  where  it 
grows  vigorously.  Thus,  the  primary 
objective  of  the  Lang  project  is  to 
determine  its  adaptability  to  dryland 
conditions.  Their  farm  is  located  near 
the  dryland  borderline  in  southern 
Alberta. 

Gordon  Hutton,  AAFRD  Forage  Crop 
Specialist  in  Airdrie,  advises,  "Since 
climate  in  the  project's  first  year  was 
quite  dry,  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether 
the  timothy  will  do  well  in  this  area. 
We'll  just  have  to  look  at  its  growth 
over  a  course  of  three  to  four  years." 
Hutton  continues:  "Timothy  is 
certainly  worth  trying  out  on  dryland. 
Mature  timothy  can  bring  in  $300  to 
$400  an  acre,  which  is  significantly 
higher  than  the  average  $200  for 
barley." 


A  secondary  project  objective  is  to 
look  at  establishing  the  timothy  with  a 
cover  crop  (in  addition  to  the  main 
experiment  in  which  timothy  is 
broadcast  and  drill-seeded  on  its 
own).  The  Langs  chose  canola,  a  crop 
they  already  grow.  Garry  Lang 
admitted  this  is  a  controversial  area 
among  producers.  Many  feel  the 
practice  is  self-defeating  since  both 
crops  are  competing  for  the  same 
nutrients,  thus  necessitating 
additional  fertilization. 

During  the  editor's  tour  of  the  farm,  a 
busload  of  Japanese  (from  Nisshin  Oil 
Mills  in  Osaka)  arrived  to  look  at  the 
canola  and  timothy.  The  Langs  are 
hoping  to  set  the  wheels  in  motion  for 
increased  timothy  production  in 
Alberta's  dryland  areas,  and 
hopefully  fill  a  new  market  demand. 
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Farming  for  the  future  conference  big  success 


An  absolute  gold  mine  of 
information  and  exchange  of 
ideas,"  remarked  one 
participant  at  the  1994 
Fanning  for  the  Future 
Conference.  I  leld  bv  the  Alberta 
Agricultural  Research  Institute 
November  23  at  the  Edmonton  Inn, 
nearly  20(1  participants  enjoyed  a 
delightful,  well-organized  day  of 
presentations,  displays,  keynote  talks 
and  sumptuous  Alberta-made  food. 
Farmers,  processors,  researchers, 
consumers,  media  and  various  others 
from  the  public  and  private  sectors 
attended  the  one-day  conference,  held 
every  two  years  throughout  Alberta. 

The  jam-packed  day  included  plenary 
sessions  on  crops,  livestock  and 
agricultural  processing,  as  w  ell  as 
on-farm  demonstration  talks  from 
each  region.  Individual  concurrent 
sessions  for  crops,  livestock  and 
agricultural  processing  were  also  held 
in  the  afternoon.  Creative  and 
informative  displays  were  viewed 
throughout  the  day. 

Featured  speakers  made  for  a  very 
interesting  luncheon  and  banquet.  At 
the  luncheon,  Dr.  Matthew  Spence, 
President  of  the  Alberta  Heritage 


Foundation  for  Medical  Research, 
spoke  on  advances  in  human  health 
and  nutrition.  Capping  the  day  off, 
the  Honourable  Walter  Paszkowski, 
Minister oi  Alberta  .Agriculture,  Food 

and  Rural  Development,  talked  about 
Alberta  agriculture  successes  and  the 
role  research  has  played  in  the 
province's  major  job-creating  industry. 

"Partners  For  Life"  was  the 

conference  theme.  Judging  by  the 
enthusiastic  participation  during  the 
day,  old  partnerships  w  ere 
strengthened  and  new  ones  forged. 
Sample  comments  from  participants 
were:  "Very  well-planned  and 
delivered  conference.  Real  efficient 
use  of  time.  Displays  were  a  bonus." 
"Good  interaction  between  farmers 
and  scientists."  "It  is  very  good  to 
gather  producers,  processors, 
researchers  and  government  workers  - 
it  forces  them  to  interact." 

The  conference  was  the  culmination  of 
eighteen  months  planning  bv  staff  of 
Alberta  Agriculture,  Food  and  Rural 
Development's  Research  Division. 
Copies  of  proceedings  from  the 
conference  are  still  available  from: 
Research  Division,  Alberta 
Agriculture,  Food  and  Rural 


confeR£NCE 


n 


Development,  #202,  J.G.  O'Donoghue 
Building,  7000-113  Street,  Edmonton, 
Alberta  T6H  5T6,  or  phone  427-1956. 
Proceedings  are  $10  per  cop} 
Payment  by  cheque  to  the  Alberta 
Agricultural  Research  Institute. 


Research  priorities  -  looking  to  the  future 


With  limited  funding  for 
the  hundreds  of  sound 
research  proposals 
received  each  year  by 
AARI,  it  is  critical  that 
researchers  be  familiar  with  priorities. 
The  Institute  now  and  in  the  future 
emphasizes  funding  of  research 
through  matching  industry 
contributions  rather  than  through 
direct  funding.  The  objective  is  to 
increase  overall  dollars  for  research. 


The  Institute  provides  funding 
directly  or  on  a  shared  basis  under  its 
three  main  research  programs:  the 
Matching  Grants  Program,  the 
Research  Coordination  Program  and 
the  Farming  for  the  Future  Research 
Program.  The  deadline  for  submitting 
research  proposals  under  these 
programs  is  November  1  each  year. 
To  illustrate,  November  1, 1994,  was 
the  deadline  for  application  proposals 
for  the  1995-96  fiscal  year. 


Although  AARI's  three-year  business 
plan  will  result  in  a  major  shift  to 
funding  under  the  Matching  Grants 
Program,  consideration  will  still  be 
given  to  funding  research  that 
improves  coordination  among 
researchers  or  properly  belongs  in  the 
public  domain.  However,  funds  are 
limited.  Therefore,  competition  will  be 
high. 

It  is  very  important  that  researchers 
know  the  eligibility  criteria  for  each 
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research  program,  outlined  in  the 
annual  research  priorities  document. 
This  will  ensure  that  research 
proposals  address  issues  of  greatest 
potential  gain  to  Albertans. 


Institute  research  priorities  documents 
are  written  each  year  and  are  available 
in  August.  If  you  wish  to  receive  a 
copy  of  the  current  priorities  (1995-96) 
or  future  documents,  do  so  bv 


contacting:  Research  Division,  Alberta 
Agriculture,  Food  and  Rural 
Development,  #202,  7000-113  Street, 
Edmonton,  Alberta  T6H  5T6.  Phone 
(403)  427-1956.  FAX  (403)  427-3252. 


Editor's 
Corner 


Since  the  last  issue  of  Research 
Report,  the  "Alberta 
Agricultural  Research 
Institute  Business  Plan 
1994-95  to  1996-97"  was 
developed.  The  plan  is  bold  in  its  new 
strategic  direction.  It  outlines  a 
number  of  actions  to  encourage  and 
increase  agricultural  research  in  the 
province,  while  keeping  AARI  within 
budget. 

AARI  is  a  prime  example  of 
government's  new  approach  of 
involving  the  agriculture  and  food 
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Edmonton,  Alberta  T6H  5T6  (403)  427-1956. 
Permission  is  granted  to  reproduce  articles 
providing  Research  Report  is  credited.  The 
editor  welcomes  typewritten  articles  or  ideas 
pertaining  to  agricultural  research  and 
technology  transfer.  ©Alberta  Agricultural 
Research  Institute. 


industry  in  shaping  its  own  future  - 
through  better  communication, 
consultation  and  sharing  the  cost  of 
research.  By  injecting  a  feeling  into  the 
industry  that  it  is  more  in  control  of  its 
destiny,  greater  cooperation  should 
result,  and  so  should  more  innovative 
research  to  advance  Alberta's  global 
position  in  agriculture. 

Of  course,  the  change  in  government 
to  a  more  business-oriented 
environment  means  change  -  many  of 
them.  Budgets  must  be  adjusted  in  a 
way  that  existing  resources  are  most 
efficiently  used,  while  intensifying  the 
focus  on  the  business  plan's  mission, 
goals,  strategies  and  actions.  AARI 
has  done  just  that  and  will  stay  the 
course  on  better  ways  to  assist  the 
industry  by  facilitating  a  steady 
stream  of  beneficial  technology. 

AARI's  three-year  business  plan  sets  a 
straight  course  for  agricultural 
research  coordination,  support, 
priorization  and  promotion.  The  most 
significant  change  will  be  a  predicted 
increase  of  about  $2  million  in 
revenue  -  between  1993/94  and 
1996/97  -  for  the  Institute's  Matching 
Grants  Program. 

This  substantial  re-allocation  will  take 
significant  funds  away  from  the 
Farming  for  the  Future  Research 
Program,  which  will  narrow  its 
support  focus  on  research  falling  into 
the  public  domain.  The  big-picture 
focus  of  this  dollar  shift  will  be  to 
increase  overall  funding  for  research 
by  cost-sharing  with  the  private  sector. 

The  business  plan  for  AARI  is  very 
well  suited  to  the  Ministry's  three- 
year  business  plan.  The  plan  will  be 
updated  and  implemented  on  an 
annual  basis.  For  the  next  three  years, 


the  Institute  will  streamline 
operations,  reduce  administrative 
costs  and  make  necessary  program 
changes.  AARI  will  also  build 
stronger  research  partnerships  and 
alliances  with  the  private  and  public 
sector  for  the  benefit  of  a  more 
profitable  agri-food  industry  in 
Alberta. 


Events  -  early  1995 
January 

Committee  reviews  of  research 
proposals  for  1995/96  funding.  Five 
of  the  six  research  committees  meet 
in  the  J.G.  O'Donoghue  Building, 
Edmonton.  The  Cereals  and 
Oilseeds  Committee  meets  in 
Calgary.  Reviews  throughout  the 
month. 

January  26 

Third  meeting  of  AARI's  new, 
single  biidtegic  coiiiiniiiee,  lO 
discuss  research  priorities  for 
1996-97.  J.G.  O'Donoghue  Building, 
Edmonton. 

February  21 

AARI  Board  of  Directors  meeting  - 
approval  of  projects  for  1995/96. 
J.G.  O'Donoghue  Building, 
Edmonton. 

April  19 

Separate  dairy  and  poultry  reviews 
under  the  Focus  on  Research 
Opportunities  Program.  Both 
reviews  will  be  held  at  the  J.G 
O'Donoghue  Building,  Edmonton. 


